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him, that they were something akin to each
other, not by consanguinity, but by affinity;
for he was a clerk, and Hutchins's father was
a parish clerk (LTTTTRELL, Relation of State
Affairs, 1857, iv. 651). On 19 May 1666 he
entered at Gray's Inn, by which society he
was called to the bar as early as August of
the following year. At Easter 1686 he was
made serjeant-at-law by James II (ib. i. 529),
and in May 1689 was chosen king's serjeant
to William III, who knighted him in the fol-
lowing October (ib. i. 598). In May 1690
he succeeded Sir Anthony Keck as third com-
missioner of the great seal, and acted until
the elevation of Sir John Somers (afterwards
Lord Somers) [q. v.] to the lord-keepership
on 22 March 1693. Hutchins then resumed
practice at the bar, and claimed his right to
retain his former position of king's serjeant.
The judges decided against him, on the ground
that the post was merely an office conferred
by the crown (3 LEVINZ, 351); but the king
settled the question by reappointing him his
serjeant on 6-May (LTJTTRELL, iii. 93). He
died at his house in Greville Street, llolborn,
on 6 July 1705. His professional gains must
have been considerable, for on the marriage
in 1697 of his two daughters, afterwards his
coheiresses, he gave each of them a portion of
20,0002. (ib. iv. 289). The husband of Anne,
the second daughter, was William Peere Wil-
liams, the well-known chancery reporter.

[Poss's Lives of the Judges, vii. 320-1 ; Lut-
trelTs Relation of State Affairs, vols. i. iii. iv. v.
passim.]                                                 Gr. Gr.

HUTCHINS, JOHN (1698-1773), topo-
grapher, born at Bradford Peverell in Dorset-
shire on 21 Sept. 1698, was son of Richard
Hutchins (d. 1734), who was for many years
curate of Bradford Peverell, and from 1693
rector of All Saints', Dorchester. His mother,
Anne, died on 9 April 1707, and was buried
in Bradford Peverell Church. His early edu-
cation was under the Hev. William Thornton,
master of Dorchester grammar school, and on
30 May 1718 he matriculated at Hart Hall,
Oxford, In the next spring (10 April) he
migrated to Balliol College, and graduated
B.A. on 18 Jan. 1721-2, but for some un-
known reason became M.A. of Cambridge in
1730. Late in 1722 or early in 1723 he was
ordained, and served as curate and usher to
George Marsh, who from 1699 to 1737 was
vicar of Milton Abbas and the master of its
grammar school. In his native county Hut-
chins remained for the rest of his life. Through
the interest of Jacob Bancks of Milton, a
memoir of whom he contributed to the ' Lon-
don MagazineJ in May 1738, he was insti-
tuted to the rectory of Swyre on 22 Aug.

1729, and to that of Melcombe Horsey in 1733.
The last of these benefices he vacated on his
institution to the rectory of Holy Trinity,
Wareham, on 8 March 1743-4, but he retained
the cures of Swyre and Wareham until his
death. Political excitement among his pa-
rishioners at Wareham involved him in diffi-
culties, and his weak voice and growing deaf-
ness diminished his influence in the pulpit.
On Sunday, 25 July 1762, when the town of
Wareham was devastated by fire and his rec-
tory-house was burnt to ashes, his topo-
graphical papers were rescued by Mrs. Hut-
chins at the risk of her lite. At the close of
his clays Hutchins was seized by a paralytic
stroke, but he still laboured at his history of
Dorset. On 21 June 1773 he died, and was
buried in the church of St. Mary's, Wareham,
in the old chapel undor its south aisle. A
monument on the north wall of tho church
commemorates his memory, His wife Anne
(daughter of Thomas Stephens, rector of Pirn-
perne, Dorset), whom he married at Mel-
combe Horsey on 21 Dec. 1733, died on 2 May
1796, aged 87. Their daughter, Anne Martha,
married, 3 June 1776, at St. Thomas's (now
the cathedral), Bombay, John Bellasis, then
major of artillery in the service of the East
India Company at Bombay, and afterwards
major-general and commander of the forces
at Bombay.    She died at Bombay on 14 May
1797,  and her husband on 11 Feb. 1808.
Jacob Bancks, the patron of Hutchins,
urged him to compile a history of the county
of Dorset, and Browne Willis, when visiting
the county in 1730, persuaded him to under-
take the work. Three years later Hutchins
circulated from Milton Abbas a single-sheet
folio of six queries, with an appeal for aid,
which was drawn up by Willis and printed
at his cost. The work dragged for many
years, but a handsome subscription encour-
aged the compiler in 1761 to search the prin-
cipal libraries and the records in the Tower.
In 1774, after his death, it was published in
two folio volumes as the ' History and An-
tiquities of the County of Dorset,' but there
was prefixed a dedication by Hutchins, dated
1 June 1773. The accuracy of the author's
investigations and the excellence of the type
and prints secured general recognition, and
the price of the volumes advanced far beyond
the cost of subscription. The first volume
of the second edition was issued in 1796 and
its successor in 1803, but all that was printed
of the third volume, with the exception of a
single copy preserved in Gough's library at
Enfield, and all the unsold copies of vols. i.
and ii.? were consumed by fire at the printing-
house of John Nichols on 8 Feb. 1808. Not
long afterwards Nichols printed a special